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May 11, 2014 – was Mother’s Day 
 
Subject:  Jesus is the bread of Life. 
Theme:  There is a need to move beyond human reasoning’s in our desire to fellowship with God. 
Proposition:  If you aren't getting answers to the questions you are asking God, perhaps you are 
asking the wrong questions. 
 
I remember a number of years ago, reading about a recently widowed missionary woman.  She and her 
husband had served together for many, many years on a difficult foreign field assignment, and now, suddenly, 
he was gone. 

 She said something that has really stuck with me for many years now. 
 
 With reference to the recent events in her life, and her relationship to the Lord, she said the 
question in her mind was not “WHY LORD”– but rather “WHAT WOULD YOU HAVE ME DO 
NOW LORD”. 

 
The reason this is significant this morning is because in our relationship with the Lord, we need to examine 
ourselves regularly to ensure that we are asking the right questions in life.  
 
(6:53-56 – HARD TO UNDERSTAND v. 60)  To get the correct answer to these issues, we need to ask the 
correct questions. 
 
The men who sought after Jesus were operating on the level of carnal men and not spiritually minded seekers 
of the truth.  Because of this, they fell into three common mis-assumptions in regard to their fellowship with 
God. 
 
I.    THEY HAD WRONG PRIORITIES IN THEIR LIFE    
   NOT BREAD THAT SUSTAINS LIFE BUT  BREAD THAT GIVES LIFE  Cf. 5:21 
Joh 5:21  For as the Father raiseth up the dead, and quickeneth them; even so the Son quickeneth whom he 

will.  
 
II.   THEY HAD WRONG PRESUMPTIONS CONCERNING THEIR LABOR.  
   NOT WORK AND BE SAVED  BUT  BE SAVED AND WORK  Cf. Eph. 2:8-10 
 
III.  THEY HAD WRONG PROCEDURES STIFLING THEIR LIFE. 
   NOT SEE AND THEN BELIEVE  BUT  BELIEVE AND THEN SEE.  Cf. Jn. 11:40 
‘Jesus saith unto her, Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of 

God?” 
 
DB  May 15, 1977.  During the great famine of China, people made "bread" from a kind of edible earth.  But 
this bread was devoid of any nutrients, so those who ate the loaves, starved.  Likewise in Australia there is a 
plant called a NARDOO.  The spores of this clover fern can be made into bread and porridge.  But they 
contain no proteins, carbohydrates, or vitamins - the essentials for sustaining life.  Those who depend on 
the NARDOO plant will have their stomachs filled, but they will eventually die.  Just so in the spiritual 
realm.  There are many substitutes for the REAL THING.  But their satisfaction is short lived. 
 
J.C. Ryle says that "Our Lord would have us to know that He himself is the appointed food of man's soul." 
 

Yet many men today seek to fill their hungering souls with the things of the earth and the Nardoo 
plants which satisfy for a short season, but leave men eternally starved for the Father. 
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READ 22-29  
 
Jesus addresses three wrong attitudes in life in regard to fellowshipping with God.   
WRONG PRIORITIES; 
WRONG PRESUMPTIONS; AND  
WRONG PROCEDURES: 
 
SOME PEOPLE WANT TO KNOW "WHERE'S THE BEEF" WHEN THEY SHOULD DESIRE RATHER TO 
KNOW "WHERE IS THE BREAD OF LIFE." 
 
   I.  WE NEED TO WATCH OUT FOR WRONG PRIORITIES IN OUR LIVES  

It is NOT THE BREAD THAT SUSTAINS LIFE  BUT  THE BREAD THAT GIVES LIFE 
 
 
22-25.  The crowd who had been fed had seen Jesus compel His disciples to get into the one boat that was 
there and to send them to Capernaum.  They had at first assumed that He was still in their midst and when 
they discovered that this was not the case, they got into some boats which had come.  When they found 
Jesus at Capernaum, they asked Him, "When did you get here?"  NIV.   
 
Jesus could have explained to them how he had gotten to the other side of the lake.  After all, that is what 
they asked!  But as is often the case with men, THEY WERE ASKING THE WRONG QUESTION.   
 
Had Jesus told them how He got there, it would have been an overwhelming sign for them.  But His 
walking on the water was not intended to be sign for unbelievers but rather for His disciples. 
 
Jesus was correcting the wrong thinking of those who sought Him.  We need to get back to this in the 
church.  In the name of Ecumenicalism we have come to the point of permitting every type of false 
concept in the doctrines of our churches.  There is only doctrine which is true and that which is false. 
 

DEAR ABBY – MAY 1, 2014 
DEAR ABBY: I'm writing to support "Feeling Coerced in San Diego" (Feb. 14), who is uncomfortable 
attending Church with her husband. I understand her feelings because I, too, am an atheist in a 
relationship with a religious man. 
There is another option besides abstaining from church or attending only on major holidays, and that 
would be for "Coerced" and her husband to try a different church. One religion that embraces atheist 
church members is Unitarian Universalism. 
UU congregations are often made up of people from different backgrounds -- Christian, 
Jewish, atheist and more. The focus of the sermons is on living a good life, treating 
other people and our planet with respect, and following one's own path to spiritual 
enlightenment. It's likely that "Coerced" and her husband could both feel at home in 
such a congregation. -- CHELSEA IN WICHITA 

DEAR CHELSEA: Thank you for your suggestion -- it's one that was echoed by many other readers. I 
have mentioned the Unitarian Universalist denomination and its website (uua.org) before in my 
column. Readers' comments were enlightening: 

 
Since they asked the wrong question, Jesus did not bother to answer their specific question.   
Instead He addressed their motivation in seeking Him out.   
 

  "HE REBUKED THEM FOR THEIR MATERIALISTIC MOTIVATION AND THEIR LACK OF 
SPIRITUAL PERCEPTION." 
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There are a number of wrong motives in scripture for "seeking after God." 
Ezekiel 33:31  talks of those who seek God with their lips but whose heart is far from Him  "And they come 
unto thee as the people come, and they sit before thee as my people, and THEY HEAR THY WORDS, BUT 
THEY WILL NOT DO THEM;  for with their mouth they show much love, BUT THEIR HEART GOETH AFTER 
THEIR COVETOUSNESS." 
 
"THOU ART NEAR IN THEIR MOUTH AND YET FAR FROM THEIR HEART." Jer.: 12:2 
 

**Acts 18:18 -21 Simon the Sorcerer wanted to be a Christian so that he could sell the gift of the Holy 
Spirit.  
**Herod sought after Christ but not to worship Him. 
 
**Even in the church among those who belong to the Lord there are many who do not seek after 
Christ with a pure heart;   
 

Phil. 2:21  Paul was going to send them Timothy and he lamented the fact that there was no one else that he 
could send because "All seek their own, and not the things which are Jesus Christ's." 
These men came seeking Jesus, not to receive of Him the gift of Eternal life which He offered and 
not to enter into the Spiritual kingdom over which He was and is King, but rather they came because 
their bellies had been filled. 
 
  
As we see from Ezekiel, Acts and Philippians, the desire to HAVE MATERIAL GAIN is a trait of 
the human nature.   
 
Many so called evangelists today have capitalized on this base desire by tailoring "their gospel" 
message to cater to the lusts of men.  They say that if we will follow their god, he will give them riches.  
They say that donations to their organization will result in financial gain and blessing for the giver. When men 
respond to this type of appeal and the coffers of the evangelist begin to grow, he points to this as proof 
positive that his ministry is blessed of the Lord.   
 
BUT JESUS NEVER SOUGHT TO DRAW HIS FOLLOWERS FROM AMONG THOSE WHO SEEK ONLY 
TO HAVE THE PLEASURES OF THIS LIFE! 
 
I John 2:17 "And the world passeth away, and the lust of it; but he that doeth the will of God abideth forever." 
 
They were concerned ONLY with the bread that they handled and ate. 
 
RE-Read 27 Joh 6:27  Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto 

everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.  
 
Then - 1Co 6:13  Meats for the belly, and the belly for meats: but God shall destroy both it and them. 

Now the body is not for fornication, but for the Lord; and the Lord for the body.  
 
The pleasures of this temporal life will not stand the test of eternity! 
 
Mat 6:31  Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal 

shall we be clothed?  
Mat 6:32  (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need 

of all these things.  
Mat 6:33  But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto 

you.  
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Mat 6:34  Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself. 
Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.  

 
Likewise, Paul in 2Co 4:18  warns us not to be overcome by the worldly attachments of this life: 
 

We are  not to allow ourselves to be overcome with the outward things of this life...II Cor. 4:18  " While we 
look not at the things that are seen but at the things which are not seen;  For the things which are seen 
are temporal but the things which are not seen are eternal." 

 
To those who came seeking physical satisfaction, he gave them the advice of v. 27.********* LABOR 
NOT....<<< 
 
Joh 6:27  Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, 

which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.  
 
 
In v. 27-29 Jesus is correcting another error that was and is prevalent among men.  It is the error of thinking 
that we can somehow work ourselves into heaven. 
 
(FROM LAST WEEKS SERMON, WHEN WE WERE IN JOHN 2:18 FF: 
 
Michael Bloomberg – former mayor of NY (Zoo York) 
 

“I am telling you if there is a God, when I get to heaven I’m not stopping to be interviewed. I 
am heading straight in. I have earned my place in heaven. It’s not even close.” 
 
. . . . .  Bloomberg points to his work regarding “gun safety, obesity and smoking 
cessation” as reasons why God would allow him into Heaven. While he notes that Bloomberg 
makes the statement with a grin, it is unclear as to whether the former mayor was serious 
about his statement or jesting about the matter. 

 
 
  II.  WE NEED TO WATCH OUT FOR WRONG PRESUMPTIONS CONCERNING OUR LABOR 

   IT IS NOT WORK AND BE SAVED  BUT  BE SAVED AND WORK  27-29 
 
READ 27 - 28. 
 
Joh 6:27  Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto everlasting life, 

which the Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the Father sealed.  
Joh 6:28  Then said they unto him, What shall we do, that we might work the works of God? 
 
 
"What shall we do that we may work the works of God?  A question that is asked by all religious men 
today.  What does God require of us?  What can we do? 
 
Many desire to know the will of God, but very few are willing to obey His will. 
 
*At Mt. Sinai, the people told Moses they were willing to obey God without reservation.  Deut. 5:27  "Go thou 
near and hear all that the Lord our God shall say;  and speak thou unto us all that the Lord our God shall 
speak unto thee, AND WE WILL HEAR IT, AND DO IT." 
 
ON ANOTHER OCCASION ***JER.42:3-6 AND 20-21 ** 
TURN HERE 
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Jer 42:3  That the LORD thy God may shew us the way wherein we may walk, and the thing that 
we may do. Jer 42:4  Then Jeremiah the prophet said unto them, I have heard you; behold, I will pray unto 
the LORD your God according to your words; and it shall come to pass, that whatsoever thing the LORD shall 
answer you, I will declare it unto you; I will keep nothing back from you. Jer 42:5  Then they said to Jeremiah, 
The LORD be a true and faithful witness between us, if we do not even according to all things for the which 
the LORD thy God shall send thee to us. Jer 42:6  Whether it be good, or whether it be evil, we will 
obey the voice of the LORD our God, to whom we send thee; that it may be well with us, when we 
obey the voice of the LORD our God. 
 
HOWEVER _ THEY DID NOT OBEY 
 
Jer 42:20  For ye dissembled (For you were hypocrites NKJV) in your hearts, when ye sent me unto the 
LORD your God, saying, Pray for us unto the LORD our God; and according unto all that the LORD our God 
shall say, so declare unto us, and we will do it. Jer 42:21  And now I have this day declared it to you; but ye 
have not obeyed the voice of the LORD your God, nor any thing for the which he hath sent me unto you.  
 
There are also those in the NEW TESTAMENT  that came to Jesus seeking for eternal life and peace with 
God but who turned away when Jesus explained the simplicity of salvation. 
 
Rich Young Ruler of Matt. 19:16.  "What good things shall I do that I may have eternal life?.....Come and 
follow Me......But when the young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful; for he had great 
possessions." 
 
Man desires to DO SOMETHING for his salvation and God says there is naught that you can DO but 
Believe. 
 

DB  Nov. 15, 1984. In a conference for the staff of Radio Bible Class Dr. Walter L. Wilson shared the 
following story with the group.  As he was sharing the gospel message with a man the man took 
exception to his presentation of the gospel.   "You make no provision for human effort,"  the unbeliever 
complained.  "Personally I believe I am saved by good works!"  Shake hands brother!" answered 
Wilson  "So do I."  The fault finder expressed great surprise.  "you mean you actually believe you are 
saved by good works?"  "Yes indeed!" replied Wilson with a victorious smile. "Jesus' good works - 
not mine." 

 
MEN NEED TO HEAR AND HEED THE ADVICE OF GOD IN MATT. 17:5  "This is my beloved Son, Hear 
Ye Him!" 
 
 And the Son says today as he did in Jn. 6:29  "This is the work of God, that ye BELIEVE ON 

HIM WHOM HE HATH SENT." 
 
Men desire to work and not to trust God!  That is what it amounts to!  Some think that they will come to God 
and ask for salvation.  Having done so, they then feel like they better get to work in order to keep saved.  
What they are saying in essence is "God's free salvation is not quite good enough.  I'd better do what I 
can to help Him out!"  But when we do this, we are not truthfully trusting in God for our salvation. It is not 
Our Righteousness, but the Righteousness of Christ that opens heavens gates for us. 
 
"For He hath made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in HIM."  II Cor. 5:21 
 
Romans 10:3-4   "For they, being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own 
righteousness, have not submitted themselves to  the righteousness of God.  FOR CHRIST IS THE 
END OF THE LAW OF RIGHTEOUSNESS TO EVERY ONE THAT BELIEVETH." 
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MAN WANTS TO WORK IN ORDER TO BE SAVED, CHRIST SAYS THAT THE ONLY WORK THAT CAN 
BE DONE IS THE EXERCISE OF FAITH AND THAT EVEN THIS FAITH IS GIVEN TO US BY GOD. 
 
EPH. 2:8-10 Saved by faith - -  
 
Made a new creation in Christ Jesus II Cor. 5:17 - -  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: 
old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.  
 
Now we CAN DO WORKS WHICH ARE THE WORKS OF GOD.!  . 
 
Gal. 5:6 tells us that it is not the outward religious practice that earns the approval of God, but rather the 
inward work of faith.    For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision; 
but faith which worketh by love. 
 
AND IN PHIL. 2:13 WE READ "It is GOD WHO WORKETH IN YOU both to will and to do of His good 
pleasure."    IT IS NOT - - DO WORKS AND BE SAVED    BUT RATHER    ALLOW THE WORK OF FAITH 
TO BE WROUGHT IN YOUR HEART BY THE POWER OF GOD AND THEREBY BE SAVED AND 
ENABLED TO PERFORM ALL THAT GOD HAS FOR YOU TO DO. 
 
NOT ONLY WERE THERE WRONG PERCEPTIONS CONCERNING THEIR LABOR BUT ALSO... 
 
  III.  WE NEED TO WATCH OUT FOR WRONG PROCEDURES IN OUR LIFE 
   NOT SEE AND THEN BELIEVE  BUT  BELIEVE AND THEN SEE  30-40 
 
READ 30-31.If you show us a sign, we will believe.  But this is not a true statement.  It sounds good and 
many men echo this same sentiment today, but the fact is that men who see the signs and miracles of God 
DO NOT NECESSARILY BELIEVE! 
 
THE DIVINE ORDER IS NOT SEE AND BELIEVE BUT BELIEVE AND YOU WILL SEE! 
 
The Jews in the wilderness saw daily the provision of the Lord.  They had seen the Red Sea open for them 
and the Egyptian army destroyed.   
They saw the cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night.  They heard the voice of God from Sinai and saw the 
mountain burn.  They saw the ground open up and swallow the insurrectionists and they saw water come 
forth from a rock.  YET MANY OF THESE SAME PEOPLE DIED IN UNBELIEF! 
 
Seeing a sign will not save - - SEEING THE SAVIOR, AND BELIEVING ON HIS NAME, IS THE ONLY WAY 
TO BE SAVED. 
 
"The Jews require a sign and the Greek's seek after wisdom." I Cor. 1:22. 
 
They had already asked for a sign in 2:18 (saw this last week, 4/27/14) and they kept up throughout His 
ministry asking for a sign.  Jesus kept doing things like feeding the 5,000, healing invalids, turning water to 
wine etc. and the religious leaders kept coming and saying SHOW US A SIGN AND WE WILL BELIEVE! 
 
Matt. 12: 38-39  Jesus tells them that "It is an evil and adulterous generation that seeketh after a sign."  
(He says the same thing again in Matt. 16:1-4.)And He says that the only sign that these would get would 
be the sign of the resurrection. 
 
Jn. 12:37  gives the definitive statement concerning man's order of seeing and then believing..."But though 
He had done so many miracles before them, YET THEY BELIEVED NOT ON HIM! 
 
Throughout His ministry Jesus did the works of God and the Jew's refused to either to  SEE or BELIEVE.   
Even as He hung on the Cross the Jew's kept up this incessant chant of SEEING IN BELIEVING! 
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MARK 15:32  "Let Christ, the King of Israel, descend now from the cross, THAT WE MAY SEE AND 
BELIEVE.  And they that were crucified with Him reviled Him." 
 
But the Procedure of God is not SEE and BELIEVE   BUT  BELIEVE and SEE! 
 
******Jn. 11:40  Jesus told  Martha "Said I not unto thee that if thou wouldst BELIEVE, THOU SHOULDST 
SEE THE GLORY OF GOD!" 
 

*NOAH HAD NEVER SEEN A RAINDROP when BY FAITH he built the ark.* 
 

Abraham had never seen the promised land when BY FAITH he set out to claim it.* 
 

Joshua had never seen the walls of a city crumble of themselves but BY FAITH he 
obeyed God. * 

Isaac and Jacob and Joseph and Moses were all men who BELIEVED and 
then SAW the glory of God.  This has always been and always will be the way 
of true faith in God.* 
 

*Heb. 11:3  "Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the Word of God, so that 
things which are seen were not made of things which do appear." 
 
WE DIDN'T SEE IT, BUT WE BELIEVE IT! 
 
 Are you waiting on a sign from God today?  God has sent Jesus to be the Bread of life.  He freely offers 
his salvation for those who would believe.  He is the true bread from heaven.  The Jews saw, and did not 
believe, 36, but those who believe without seeing, can have eternal life.  35. 
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