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John 3:14-15 
Numbers 21:4 ff. 

Sunday morning November 16, 1986 
July 28, 2013 

      
     Subject:   The Lifting up of Jesus Christ, resulting in eternal life for  those believing. 
      
     Theme:  Our deliverance today is by faith even as the deliverance of the  afflicted Jews in Numbers 21  
was through faith. 
      
     Proposition:  Be careful not to allow discouragement to cause you to become a complainer which can 
result in the destruction of your health and testimony.  Be sure that you have indeed trusted in the one who 
was lifted up for us. 
      
     GOAL:  To make clearer the parallel of the OT shadow with the NT reality. 
      
     Possible:  Imagine that you are on your way home after a long trip.  You are getting close, but there is a 
detour.  The route you are now forced to take is the roughest road you have ever traveled through the most 
desolate terrain in the country.  It is the hottest part of the summer and your air- conditioner is not working.  
The kids are cranky, your wife is trying for a new world record in incessant nagging, you've had nothing but 
loaf bread to eat on this extended, once-in-a-lifetime trip.  To cap things off, you  look at the compass and 
discover that you are headed the wrong way.  Now, I don't know what your reaction to these circumstances 
would be, but when similar things happen to me, I always just stop and have a praise session with God.  I 
mean, peace and tranquility come over me like a flood.          Riiiiiight -   that's the way it is with you too, isn't 
it?  Actually, I think under the circumstances, a little discouragement is in order.  And this  was just the case 
with the nation of Israel after 40 years of wandering in  the wilderness. 
      
     Israel was in their 40th year of wandering.  It was the hottest time of the year.  The terrain is the worst 
imaginable.  To put it mildly, Israel was ... 
 
                                    I. DISCOURAGED    v.  4 
      

A. B/C of the way.  It was rough stuff. 
 
     B. B/C of having to go around Edom. (Esau) Their Brother nation [20:14]  
     which made them journey a perilous way and which caused insult and injury  
     which led to more discouragement.{ see also Gen. 25:30 where Esau’s name  
     was changed to EDOM.} 
 
     C. B/C they seemed to be moving away from Canaan Land.  In fact,  
     geographically speaking, they were moving away from their destination. 
      
     APPLICATION: 
     Sometimes our life seems like pretty rough going.  It is not what we  planned when we embarked on our 
adult life.  We planned to be much more successful, have more things by now, own our own home, have a 
Jacuzzi  etc.  At the very least we had not planned to be financially strapped to the point to where we would 
have to wear the same pair of shoes and  clothes for 40 years!  Sometimes it seems that those we look to for 
help seem to throw us a curve and cause us discomfort and the ways that they lead us seem perilous and 
contrary to Gods will.   
      
     BUT GOD'S HAND IS IN IT ALL.  NO MATTER HOW DISCOURAGED YOU MAY BECOME, NEVER 
FORGET THIS ONE THING....."GOD IS STILL IN CONTROL." 
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     Please, in times of discouragement, and there will be times like these,  
     DON'T DO AS ISRAEL DID IN #'S 21:5.  Don't COMPLAIN 
      
                                     II.  COMPLAINING                                         v.  5 
      

A. Against God and His chosen leadership. 
 
         1.Reason that they were in the desert was because of sin and lack of  
     faith on their part.  Murmuring. 
 
         2.  They blamed God and Moses rather than shoulder the responsibility  
     themselves..  They were LOOKING FOR SOMEONE TO BLAME (anyone but ME) 
      
     B.  Against God's provision for nourishment.  (there was plenty- but not to their liking) 
         1.  God's provisions were no longer adequate. 
 
 
         2.  Desired the food of this world= CF. #'s 11:4ff.   
 
(NOTE  -  Numbers 11:16 – the 70 – basis for the Sanhedrin, as we have been discussing in John 3:3 in our 
study on Nicodemus.)  
 
HAVE IT TILL IT  RUNS OUT OF YOUR NOSTRILS!! #'S 11:20.  
 
 When we think God's bill of fare is monotonous and bland, wait until he gives us what we thought we 
wanted!  They were sick of what they had in less than a month and had a      plague to boot.   
 
( NOTE – what we think we want and what we need are two different things.  Just this week, Stephanie 
Charping, in Indonesia on the mission field.  Wanted to try a dish that was highly recommended by her 
Indonesian friends.  Unfortunately, it was a dish prepared with a coral reef fish – she nearly died from a 
illness caused by this dish.  Still terribly sick.  Her friends said it was wonderful – but the effects have been 
devastating. 
Ciguatera is a foodborn illness (food poisoning) caused by eating fish that is contaminated by ciguatera toxin. . . . . can 
cause nausea, pain, cardiac, and neurological symptoms in humans when ingested. The toxin may be found 
concentrated in large reef fish, most commonly barracuda, grouper, red snapper, eel, amberjack, sea bass, and Spanish 
mackerel.) 
 
Overall application:  be careful what you ask for – God may just let you have it! 
 
     CF. Rm. 1:24-28.   
      
      Rom 1:24  Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to 

dishonour their own bodies between themselves:  
Rom 1:25  Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature more than the 

Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.  
Rom 1:26  For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the natural 

use into that which is against nature:  
Rom 1:27  And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one toward 

another; men with men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves that recompence of 
their error which was meet.  

Rom 1:28  And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate 
mind, to do those things which are not convenient;  
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APPLICATION: 
     Sometimes God's people today get in the same plight that the Jews did in #,s 21.   GOD'S WORD;  
GOD'S WILL;  AND GOD'S PEOPLE no longer satisfy the  DISCOURAGED, COMPLAINING CHRISTIAN.  
They find fault with everything around them while the fault is REALLY WITH THEM. 
      
     They want EXCITEMENT, SPICE, PHYSICAL PLEASURE- while God offers PEACE AND 
FELLOWSHIP with HIMSELF.   
 
     God wanted Israel to have peace and not war, to walk in His fellowship, not to complain about his good 
provisions for them. 
      
     BUT MANY ARE NOT SATISFIED WITH WHAT GOD DESIRES FOR THEM.  THEY WANT TO  
DABBLE IN THE TEMPORAL PLEASURES OF THIS WORLD SYSTEM.  AND INSTEAD OF  WALKING IN 
GOD'S LIGHT AND ENJOYING HIS FELLOWSHIP, WE DO AS THE NATION  ISRAEL BEFORE US AND 
PLACE OURSELVES AND OUR TESTIMONY ON A SWIFT PATH TO DESTRUCTION.   
 
(Jerry Long – years ago, discussing going back to Seminary – we concluded – we were both already doing 
what we desired – pastoring – so, why the desire to “go back to school”  was it the flesh or the Spirit leading 
us?)  
      
                                  III.  DESTRUCTION  v. 6 
      
      
     Because the Jew allowed his DISCOURAGEMENT TO TURN TO COMPLAINING, God sent a 
DESTRUCTIVE force in their midst. 
     READ verse  6.<<<<<<<<< 
      
     Fiery Serpents.= brass colored. Shiny.   
 
 
NOTE:  Yesterday with Larry loading the truck – Larry called me over to see a large snake with a rat in his 
belly.  Similar markings to a copperhead – but totally the wrong color. 
 
 
     B/C of their sin of COMPLAINING, their plight only got WORSE. 
      
     APPLICATION: 
     So too Us.  If we allow ourselves to wallow in self pity and gripe about God's treatment of us, then the 
DOOR FOR SATAN TO COME IN AND DESTROY OUR      TESTIMONY IS LEFT WIDE OPEN.  
      
     Then we, (hopefully) as the Jew will remember who our true friends are: 
      
     The Jew turned to Moses their INTERCESSOR  V. 7<<<<<<<<<<<< 
      
     AND MOSES PRAYED FOR THE PEOPLE   v. 7 
     AND THE LORD ANSWERED               8 
     AND MOSES OBEYED                     9 
     AND THE PEOPLE WHO OBEYED, LIVED     9 
      
     Some who had asked Moses to pray, would not receive God's answer to the prayer, and they died.!!   
ONLY THOSE WHO RESPONDED IN FAITH TO GOD,  LIVED. 
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     Some said it was foolish--- and they died a fool's death! 
      
     God appointed a way of DELIVERANCE in the midst of the DESTRUCTION of sin-- 
      and it was a very simple deliverance indeed.  LOOK AND LIVE.   
     There was no therapeutic power in the snake.  It had no anti-toxin to  
     give.  The power to heal was in the FAITH IN GOD that that glance took. 
      
     God gives this same edict to us today.  John 3:14-15. 
      
    Joh 3:14  And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man 

be lifted up:  
Joh 3:15  That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.  
 
 
 Christ here speaks of His DEATH ON THE CROSS FOR OUR REDEMPTION. 
 
And God uses this O.T. account to reveal some of the aspects of Christ's death on our behalf. 
      
     Our deliverer was in the form of the destroyer. 
     The brass snake was in the image of that serpent which was killing. 
     Christ also was made in the image of that which kills-- sinful flesh. 
 
     >>>>Rom. 8:3>>>><<<<< 
     "for what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God  
     sending His own Son, IN THE LIKENESS OF SINFUL FLESH AND FOR SIN,  
     CONDEMNED SIN IN THE FLESH." 
      
      

******     The brass snake, though in the form of a snake, HAD NO POISON. 
     Christ, though in the form of a man, HAD NO SIN. 
 

     Heb.  4:15. Jesus "was in all points tempted like as we are, YET WITHOUT SIN." 
      
      
     The snake was on a Pole   INSTRUCTION=  Look and Live 
     Christ was on a cross INSTRUCTION =Look and Live 
      
      
     All who in faith Looked on the Brass Snake    LIVED 
     All who in FAITH look on CHRIST             LIVE. 
      
                                                          
     BOTH ARE FOOLISH INSTRUCTIONS TO THOSE WHO PERISH----- 
 
1  Cor. 1:18-19 
     >>>> " For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness;   
     but unto us who are saved it is the power of God.  19  For it is written,  
     I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the  
     understanding of the prudent."<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<, 
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This does not mean looking at our sin.  This will cause despair.   
This does not mean looking at the sins of others and their hypocrisy.   
It is not looking inward or outward but upward to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
      
     INVITATION FOR SALVATION HERE! 
      
     ALL IN ISRAEL COULD HAVE BEEN SPARED IF THEY HAD BUT LOOKED AND LIVED.   BUT ONLY 
THOSE WILLING TO TURN IN FAITH IN OBEDIENCE TO THE WORD OF GOD, WERE SAVED. 
      
      
     APPLICATION FOR THOSE SAVED: 
      
      

 ******     Does not say that those who looked were cured of all pain and ill effectsof the 
snake bite--- ONLY THAT THEY LIVED. 
 
     US today.  May be saved but may also suffer pain from past sin--- But we  
     have LIFE EVERLASTING. 
      
      

 ******     Does not say the snakes were removed from the nation of Israel. 
     Christ's death has not removed sin from the world.  But will remove it and its curse from the one WHO 
TURNS IN FAITH TO LOOK AND LIVE.!!!!!! 
      
     It is not through imitating the life of Christ.  But by faith. 
 
     If God had told the Jews that the way of salvation from the destruction of the snakes was to get down 
and crawl on their bellies,  many more may have responded--- this would have allowed them to DO 
SOMETHING.  But this was not GOD'S WAY.  GOD'S WAY EVER HAS BEEN AND ALWAYS WILL BE THE 
WAY OF FAITH. 
      
     If personal merit or Righteousness could have saved a man then Nicodemus would have had no need of 
this word from Christ.  Not two ways, or two directions for faith, but ONE WAY.  LOOK AND LIVE.  CHRIST 
IS THE OBJECT OF OUR FAITH.  
      
     What is your hope of deliverance?  If you are trusting in anything for salvation other than the Blood of 
Jesus you are still in bondage to sin.  Why not receive Him by faith today?  Christian friend, where are your 
eyes focused today?  Are they on the fang marks left by sin, or are they focused on JESUS?! 
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