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Subject:  Nicodemus' coming to the Lord 
Theme:  The requisite for entry into the Kingdom of God is not through an external, physical observation of 
miracles but rather through an internal spiritual transformation. 
Proposition:  Perhaps you have seen what Jesus has done in the lives of others.  Perhaps you have even 
been party to the outworking of a miracle or two.  But the real crux of the issue is "where are you in your 
relationship to the Lord." Are you an OBSERVER or a PARTICIPANT in eternal life?   
 
Some of you grew up observing the Lord working in the lives of your parents.  You know His promises and 
the promise of His return (Nicodemus and others were waiting for His coming) and you are awaiting your part 
in the Kingdom of God at some future date.  But what about today?  "YE must be born again."  And when you 
are,  you are expected to GROW and MATURE and become an adult believer. 
 
Jn. 6:60 & 66 " Many, therefore, of his disciples, when they had heard  this, said,  This is a hard saying. Who 
can hear it?......"  and in v.   66  "From that time many of his disciples went back and walked no more  with 
Him." 
 
Read 2:23-25 
 
I Sam. 16:7 " For the Lord seeth not as Man seeth;  for Man looketh on  the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looketh on the heart." 
 
Ps. 139: all.  But use 1-2 and maybe 23-24.  " Oh Lord, thou hast searched me and known me,  Thou 
Knowest my down sitting and my uprising; thou understandest my thoughts afar off...."   Our response should 
not be dismay but worthier as 23-24    "Search me, Oh God, and know my heart;  try me and know my 
thoughts.  And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting." 
 
"Until the death and resurrection the foundation for faith [in Christ] was not fully laid." BKC 
 
Oh how many through the years have been willing to concede that Jesus Christ was a "Great Teacher."  And 
to each of those Christ's advice would be the same, YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN.   When you stand before 
God He will  not ask you your opinion on the teaching credentials of Jesus.  What will  matter is whether or 
not you have been washed in the blood of the lamb!  Whether or not you have been born of the spirit and 
not just of the flesh. 
 
     
 I.  Nicodemus as a man 
 
**"THERE WAS MAN..." 
 
Passage in Jn. 3 is linked with 2:23-25.  Nicodemus was among those who  
saw the miracles.  In 3:2 the NAME Jesus does not appear.  The pronoun is  
used and refers back to Jesus in 2:24 passage.  NASB uses "HIM"  NIV uses  
"Jesus" in 1st clause of 3:2. 
 
 
 
A.   He was among those who had seen the miracles mentioned in 2:23-25. 
 
B.  He was one who had begun to see Christ as more than some type of side  
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show act. 
 
C.  He was a cautious man 
    1.  He came at night!  (night has a sinister character in John) 
    2.  use of "we" indicates that others among the Pharisees and  
   Sanhedrin also had some questions  
 
HOWEVER, DIRECT CONTACT WITH JESUS WHICH MIGHT ADD TO HIS GROWING  
CREDIBILITY WAS NOT THE WISE THING TO DO.  IT WOULD BE BUCKING THE  
SYSTEM. 
 
cf. 7:48 ...."have any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on  
Him?" 
then use 49-51 AS ILLUSTRATION OF HIS CAUTION.  Clung to the law. 
 
BUT, AS HIS MINISTRY CONTINUED: 
 
    3.  see John 12:42-43  "Nevertheless, among the chief rulers also many believed on Him;BUT BECAUSE 
OF THE PHARISEES THEY DID NOT CONFESS HIM,  LEST THEY SHOULD BE PUT OUT OF THE 
SYNAGOGUE;  FOR THEY  LOVED THE PRAISE OF MEN MORE THAN THE PRAISE OF GOD. 
 
WHEN LEADERS ARE ASHAMED OF THE REPROACH THAT IS ATTACHED TO THE NAME OF  JESUS, 
PEOPLE PERISH.   
 
Perhaps use as an illustration the Christian on    the winning World series team the other day who was 
careful to give praise to THE NAME OF JESUS.  Not some oblique statement about the good  lord, or god, or 
some other statement that is open to private interpretation by every deist and non-theist that was watching 
TV.  But a  direct testimony as to the personal ongoing relationship that this man had with THE LIVING 
CHRIST.   
 
 
The only time that there is mention of "secret disciples" is prior to the resurrection.  cf. Jn. 19:38-39.  Note 
that it says of Nicodemus' coming  to Jesus by night that it was he "who AT THE FIRST came to Jesus by  
night"  Now we find him coming and bearing the spices which were to  anoint the mangled body of One who 
had brought the healing words of life  to Nicodemus' life.  Now,with nothing to gain form a human 
standpointand everything to loose, these two Jewish Rulers, members of the Sanhedrin, come and 
acknowledge Him publicly. 
 
 
 
    II.  Nicodemus as a RULER.   
 
**"There was a man OF THE PHARISEES 
 
Two main parties among ruling Jews of the day, Sadducees and Pharisees.   
Originally,  they were of the same batch.  Then the priests and scribes  
split and there were two parties.  The Sadducees came from the priests  
and the pharisees came from the scribes.  Of the two groups, the  
Pharisees were by far the more conservative.  They were copiers of the  
law and knew it in minute detail.  Their beliefs were very strict on  
outward observances and small details.  Jesus taught differently.  Jesus  
emphasis was not on the outward man but on the inward man.    
 
Math. 23:23  " All therefore, whatsoever they bid you observe, that  
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observe and do;  but do not after their works;  FOR THEY SAY AND DO NOT." 
 
Nicodemus was one among the pharisees who was however the exception  
rather than the rule.  The Pharisee party did on occasion turn out  
notable men such as Gamaliel and Paul.  And we read of other instances  
where leaders in the Jewish elite came to hob-knob with Jesus.   
 
 
> Lk. 14:1 dinner with a chief Pharisee.   18:18  Rich young "ruler"  8:41 Jairus,(JAY-EYE-RUS) ...a ruler of 
the synagogue." 
 
 
**"There was a man....A RULER OF THE JEWS" 
 
The ruling body of the Jews  in this day was the SANHEDRIN.  Nicodemus  
was a member of the Sanhedrin.  They were a group of 70-71 ruling elders of the Jews.  Comprised of  
Elders, scribes, Pharisees, and Sadducees.   By far the Pharisees were   the most powerful because they 
had the popular public opinion on their  
side.  They had to be a pure Jew.  It was a life term.  They had some  legal jurisdiction.   
 
Herod (Obama) had stacked the deck for himself by killing off many of them and  replacing them with 
men whom he could control.  But, they were still strong and respected.  
 
With credentials like these, Nicodemus could boast like Paul in Phil. 3:4-6. 
"circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel...an Hebrew of the  
Hebrews;  as touching the law, a Pharisee;.... touching the Righteousness  
which is in the law, blameless!" 
 
But for all of his credentials he **WAS A MAN** Term "anthropos" relates  
right back to the "anthropos" of 2:23-25.  Jesus knew all that He needed  
to know of Nicodemus and his religion.  He knew Nicodemus' heart and as  
the case with each man's heart, He knew what Nicodemus needed.   
 
     
 
This is an unique attribute that was peculiar to The God of the Jews.  No Olympian god of the Greeks was 
ever spoken of as having any type of foreknowledge at all.  And most assuredly there was never any pagan 
"god for the day" who was ever even suspected of being a "discerner of the thoughts and intents of the the 
heart" 
 
But the God of the Bible ever has and ever will be ONE who ** "KNOW'S WHAT IS IN MAN"** 
 
JEREMIAH 17:9-10<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<TURN HERE AND READ>>>>>>>> 
Jer 17:9  The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?  
Jer 17:10  I the LORD search the heart, I try the reins, even to give every man according to his ways, and 

according to the fruit of his doings.  
 
 
 
AND AS IT IS WITH THE TRUE AND LIVING GOD, SO IT IS ALSO WITH HIS TRUE  AND LIVING SON!!!!  
JESUS IS INFINITELY ABLE TO CONTINUALLY READ OUR  HEARTS.  AND HE WILL NEVER REVEAL 
HIMSELF TO THE HEART THAT IS NOT  COMMITTED TO HIM. 
 
Literally= they believed on His name--BUT--Jesus believed not Himself to them 
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He did not trust His person to them.  He, put not Himself in their hands.   "He had no faith in their faith." 
 
It makes no difference whatsoever to Jesus what a man's station in life  is.  Outward shows of piousness and 
religious activity do not impress Him.  VERBAL ACKNOWLEDGMENT of Him as Lord is not the issue.   
 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>TURN TO LUKE 6:46-7 AND 48- 9 
 
Luk 6:46  And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?  
Luk 6:47  Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom he is 

like:  
 
Luk 6:48  He is like a man which built an house, and digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and 

when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was 
founded upon a rock.  

Luk 6:49  But he that heareth, and doeth not, is like a man that without a foundation built an house upon the 
earth; against which the stream did beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin of that house 
was great.  

 
 
WHAT THEN ARE THE SAYINGS OF CHRIST TO ONE WHO COMES TO HIM? 
 
 
  III.   NICODEMUS AS A MAN RULED 
 
The first thing that we must Know and Do is Christ's admonition to the  
man Nicodemus. 
 
*Verse 2* 
***RABBI***= my great one, my honorable one.  This is the title used by  
Christ's disciples in chapter 1. 
*****"we know that thou art come from God a teacher."**** 
HOW did they know?  The signs and Miracles that Jesus did were His  
accreditation! 
 
Acts 2:22  " Ye men of Israel, hear these words:  Jesus Christ a man  approved of God among you by 
miracles and wonders and signs......as ye yourselves also know." 
 
Jesus' message to the one coming to Him and calling Him by a term of respect. *****verily verily I say unto 
you, Except a man be Born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God...." 
 
Lk. 6:46  " Whosoever cometh to me and heareth my sayings, and doeth them, I will show you to whom he is 
like...."<<<<<<<< 
 
 
 
AND NICODEMUS CAME AND HE HEARD AND HE OBEYED  AND HE WAS NO LONGER "A   MAN" 
WHO WAS A "RULER"  HE BECAME A MAN WHO WAS RULED 
 
(Cf.  The rich young ruler and his response to a similar command!) 
 
FOR WHEN WE BUILD OUR LIVES ON THE FOUNDATION OF CHRIST WE SOON DISCOVER  THAT 
HIS BLUEPRINT FOR OUR LIVES IS THE ONLY ONE THAT IS WORTH   FOLLOWING.  AND WE NO 
LONGER SEEK TO BE IN CONTROLLED BUT TO BE  CONTROLLED BY THE POWER OF GOD IN OUR 
LIVES.    OURS IS NO LONGER A LIFE OF AMBITION BUT RATHER ONE OF SUBMISSION 
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AND FROM THIS ENCOUNTER ONWARD IN THE SCRIPTURES WE SEE NICODEMUS AS A   BABY 
LEARNING TO WALK IN THE LORD. 
 
His first tentative steps  may be seen in  Jn. 7:50  "Nicodemus is more  
open here, but still cautious.  He uses the law skilfully to show his  
unswerving devotion to the law, as was to be expected of a Pharisee, yet,  
he is defending Jesus' right to teach." 
 
A few months later: 
JN. 19:38-9  "And there came also NICODEMUS,  who at the first came to  
Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about an  
hundred pound weight." 
 
What had wrought such boldness in the life of one who had at first come  
to Jesus under the cloak of darkness? 
 
HE CAME SEEKING, HE HEARD THE WORDS OF LIFE, AND HE OBEYED CHRIST'S  COMMAND TO BE 
BORN AGAIN.  oh, WOULDN'T IT HAVE BEEN GREAT TO BE WITH  JESUS AT BETHANY WHEN HE 
COMMANDED LAZARUS TO COME FORTH OUT OF THE GRAVE?   
 
HOW MUCH MORE SO TODAY AS WE HAVE THE PRIVILEGE AND RESPONSIBILITY TO  TAKE THE 
WORD OF LIFE TO A WORLD THAT IS DEAD IN SIN AND SAY TO THEM BY  THE POWER AND 
AUTHORITY OF THE WORD OF GOD  "YE MUST BE BORN AGAIN"..... 
 
AND THEN WITH JOY TO SEE MEN TODAY AS NICODEMUS OF OLD CAST OFF THE YOKE  OF THIS 
WORLD AND IT'S OUTWARD FACADE AND 
"PUT ON THE NEW MAN WHICH AFTER GOD IS CREATED IN RIGHTEOUSNESS AND TRUE  
HOLINESS!" [Eph. 2:24] 
But now it is no longer Jesus who has been sent to tell men of the need  
to be born again 
>>>>II Cor. 5:18-21 
 
Who (or what) is the RULER of your life and Who (or what) do you represent to the world round about you? 
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