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Think for a moment off all the dignitaries you’ve ever seen.  Heads of state, ambassadors, presidents, 
princes and emissaries of every degree. Attired in the finest clothes, manners that would make Amy 
Vanderbilt green with envy, fingernails that appear never to have been soiled, silk shirts and shiny shoes.  
Even in a windstorm, their hair stays effortless in place. They have a ready smile and a confident look for 
each well-wisher and just the right amount of condescension in their eye so that you know they are 
SOMEBODY.  The really funny thing is that these people forget that they are not the important one!!!  THEY 
have been SENT by someone else, as a representative.   
Men can be easily swayed by outward appearances.  Clothes don't make the man any more than a coat of 
paint on a rusty car makes it a new car. 
 

There was a man sent from God 
There came a man sent from God.  NASB 

THERE CAME INTO BEING A MAN SENT FROM GOD, his name was John. literally 
 
If ever there was a born diplomat, it most assuredly was not John the Baptist.   
Instead of fine robes and nice clothes, he wore camels hair clothes and a leather belt.  Mk. 1:6.  
No Gucci and no Quiche!  Who does he think he is! 
 
                       I.  THE ORIGIN OF MEN SENT FROM GOD 
 
An emissary sent from a foreign nation is SENT from his country to another.  He or she has been chosen 
because of some unique quality or attribute that they possess. In almost every case they have been chosen 
on the basis of   
 
1. their qualifications or  
2. the qualifications or social standing of their FAMILY.     
 
Prince Charles was chosen as Prince, not because he was the best qualified man in the country but because 
he is the SON OF THE KING AND QUEEN.  Fortunately, he conducts himself in a Princely manner.  Now, 
since God appoints rulers and despots, cf. Rom. 13:1, we can safely assume that he sent the prince into this  
world for that very purpose.   
 
Notice that there are two criteria here, the parental lineage , which entitles him to a shot at this position, and 
his own activities which determine whether he will receive the true respect and recognition of his subjects. 
      
When Charles began to seek a wife every effort was made to see that he was introduced to ladies of the 
proper family lineage so that he could choose a wife that would be able to live up to the social obligations that 
come with being the wife of a prince.  Every movement that they make is cause for a news story.  Her 
pregnancy and child birth were the focus of world attention.  And now 4 years later as their son is about to 
make his first official public appearance it is feared that his presence will upstage the bride at the wedding (of 
Andrew and Sarah Ferguson) at which he will be a page.  (see newspaper article on wedding). 
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                        ALL WEDDING EYES MAY BE ON WILLIAM 
 
NEW YORK (ap) "When Sarah Ferguson marries Britain's Prince ANDREW  on July 23 the bride may find 
herself upstaged by the grooms nephew, 4-year old Prince WILLIAM, making his first public appearance as a 
working royal, People magazine reports.  WILLIAM, who is called WILLS by his parents, Prince CHARLES 
and Princess DIANA, will be a page at the wedding along with...(other royal brats)" 
 
My, what attention we lavish on those of worldly standing.  Do you remember when they gave the name and 
all the titles of that tiny little crown  prince?   
 
Compare this if you will to JOHN 1:6. "THERE CAME INTO BEING A MAN SENT FROM GOD, his name was 
JOHN." 
  
And all of the people of the countries round about knew exactly who it was that John the apostle spoke of. 
      
Here was a man of renown .  Not primarily because of his parental lineage   and most certainly not 
because of his social graces, but known by all because he was not only a man SENT BY God but also a 
MAN OF GOD. 
 
Where did God find such a man?  The fact is He did not FIND him He grew him ! 
 
And He grew him in fertile ground. 
 
John was from a priestly family.  His father, Zacharias, was a priest of the course of Abijah and his mother 
Elizebeth, according to Lk. 1:5 was of the daughters of AARON. His parents were from a Godly lineage and 
they themselves conducted their lives in all holiness. Lk.1:6.  John's birth was announced to  
his father by an angel.  Luke 1:7-14 
 
The coming of JTB had been prophesied in ISAIAH. 40:3 and MAL. 3:1, and, not only the birth but the sex of 
the child and the character of the child on into adulthood!  ( they don't have a test in all of medicine that can 
give that type of information.)   
 
What would your response be to this new situation?  Even though Zacharias was a RIGHTEOUS man he still 
found this hard to believe  v.  18 and so the angel gives him a sign v. 20.  If O.T. priests were anything like  
preachers are today,  making Zach. be quiet for weeks on end was worse than strapping him to an ant 
bed.   
 
Elizabeth responded differently.  For her, a childless Jewess  of advanced age this was indeed a joy and 
privilege.  As we study the word of God we see time and time again that when God is ready to SEND a 
choice servant into the world He chooses to send him VIA Righteous, Holy parents.  Such was the case 
with David ,Samson,  Joseph , Samuel, Paul, Timothy, and numerous others in the old and new testament 
men and women who God has greatly used to reach the world with His message of hope.   
 
WELL YOU SAY, I DIDN'T GET TO CHOOSE MY PARENTS!  NO, BUT YOU GET TO CHOOSE YOUR 
CHILDREN'S  PARENTS!!!! 
 
YOU HAVE THE RESPONSIBILITY TO LIVE YOUR LIFE IN SUCH A WAY AND BY SUCH SCRIPTURAL 
STANDARDS THAT GOD CAN USE YOU TO BRING TO THIS WORLD THOSE WHOM HE WISHES TO 
SEND TO THE NEXT GENERATION.    
 
When God was ready in the fullness of times to send His Son the LOGOS made FLESH  He chose JOSEPH 
a Righteous man whose direct lineage is traced back to Abraham, and he choose a Virgin named Mary 
whose roots are to be found in the family tree of King David. Those who are truly Righteous beget children 
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who are used of the Lord.  Sara, Hannah, and Elizabeth were all women who were past the age of child 
bearing but they were all used of God to bring His most choice servants into this sinful world.  
 
These parents Loved their children and brought them up in the nurture and admonition of the Word of God.  
They continued to live as holy examples for their children.  But, as important as parents are in the origin of a 
man SENT from God,  their righteous lives are not enough to ensure the success of this man in God's 
ministry for his life. 
 
                    II. THE ORIENTATION OF MEN SENT FROM GOD 
 
Being born into a family that is truly committed to glorifying God is marvelous.  But it does not mean that the 
one born into this situation can coast on the laurels of his heritage.  As we look over the scriptures we see  
again and again the failure of children from a godly heritage.   
 
 One of the sons of ADAM and  EVE was  a murderer,  
 one of the sons of NOAH was a sex offender,   
 the daughters of LOT were incestuous,  

• the sons of JACOB were kidnappers and slavers,  
♦ the sons of ELI were corrupt and vile beyond belief,  
 the sons of SAMUEL failed miserably in the ministry and the list goes on and 

on.   
 
Being blessed of the Lord with Godly parents does not ensure a free ride for the kids.   
YOUNG PEOPLE!!!!  BEWARE THE SNARE OF THE DEVIL; you cannot get into heaven on your parents 
back.!!!! 
 
YOU must determine in your own heart that you will serve God and seek His will for all your endeavors. 
 
John the Baptist received rigorous religious training from his parents.  He was a NAZARITE.   
 

NUMBERS 6:1-6   
Num 6:1  And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,  
Num 6:2  Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When either man or woman shall separate 

themselves to vow a vow of a Nazarite, to separate themselves unto the LORD:  
Num 6:3  He shall separate himself from wine and strong drink, and shall drink no vinegar of wine, or 

vinegar of strong drink, neither shall he drink any liquor of grapes, nor eat moist grapes, or dried.  
Num 6:4  All the days of his separation shall he eat nothing that is made of the vine tree, from the kernels 

even to the husk.  
Num 6:5  All the days of the vow of his separation there shall no razor come upon his head: until the days 

be fulfilled, in the which he separateth himself unto the LORD, he shall be holy, and shall let the locks 
of the hair of his head grow.  

Num 6:6  All the days that he separateth himself unto the LORD he shall come at no dead body. 
 
This was serious business.  His parents did their part in seeing that he was properly instructed and LUKE 
1:80 tells us of his youth "AND THE CHILD GREW, AND BECAME STRONG IN SPIRIT, AND WAS IN THE 
DESERTS TILL THE DAY OF HIS SHOWING UNTO ISRAEL" 
 
JTB remained faithful to his commitment to God even as a grown man. 
 
Samson was also from a righteous family and was also a Nazarite.  But as SAMSON grew he came to the 
point where he thought he should make his own decisions without regard to the instructions of his parents or 
of God.  From that moment on, his life went downhill.  It didn't matter about all the good things he had done in 
the past.  When he stepped out from underneath the authority of God his ministry and ultimately his life, 
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ended. WHEN GOD IS NOT THE CENTER OF OUR LIFE'S ACTIVITIES WE HAVE LOST OUR 
"ORIENTATION" AND OUR LIVES WILL FROM THAT POINT ON BE OUT OF CONTROL. 
 
Fortunately for us all, JTB never lost his Orientation.  His life from beginning to end was a life that had but 
one goal and that goal was to GLORIFY the Son of God, the Messiah , Jesus Christ.  AND THAT HE 
DID. 
 
JOHN 1:7-8 READ 
 

Joh 1:7  The same came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all men through him might believe.  
Joh 1:8  He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.  

 
 
AND witness John did!  
 
Jn. 1:15  John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he of whom I spake, He that cometh after me 

is preferred before me: for he was before me.  
 
1:19-20 And this is the record of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, 

Who art thou?  
Joh 1:20  And he confessed, and denied not; but confessed, I am not the Christ.  
 
 
1:27     He it is, who coming after me is preferred before me, whose shoe's latchet I am not worthy to unloose. 
 

3:29-30 
 
He that hath the bride is the bridegroom: but the friend of the bridegroom, which standeth and 

heareth him, rejoiceth greatly because of the bridegroom's voice: this my joy therefore is fulfilled.  
Joh 3:30  He must increase, but I must decrease.  

 
 
...he must increase but I must decrease" 
 
The witness of John, the purpose in his life was not to bring Glory to himself but always to exalt Jesus Christ. 
 
Listen to what Jesus had to say of John.   LUKE 7;24-28 READ  READ!<<<<<<<< 
 
Luk 7:24  And when the messengers of John were departed, he began to speak unto the people concerning 

John, What went ye out into the wilderness for to see? A reed shaken with the wind?  
Luk 7:25  But what went ye out for to see? A man clothed in soft raiment? Behold, they which are gorgeously 

apparelled, and live delicately, are in kings' courts.  
Luk 7:26  But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? Yea, I say unto you, and much more than a prophet.  
Luk 7:27  This is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare 

thy way before thee.  
Luk 7:28  For I say unto you, Among those that are born of women there is not a greater prophet than 

John the Baptist: but he that is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.  
 
 
John was a man of God not because he was born by godly parents but because he lived his life as a 
man of God.  GOD WAS AT THE CENTER OF ALL THAT HE DID.  John the Baptist  was ORIENTED to 
GOD. 
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God has sent you and I out today as His Ambassadors.  We are His representatives to TODAY'S world.  Our 
message is the same message that John preached .  Our Messiah is the same Messiah.  His way is still the 
narrow straight path that leads to eternal life.  We still are FRONT-RUNNERS proclaiming the coming of our 
Lord!  It is still your personal responsibility to keep your life holy and spotless in the eyes of the onlooking 
world.   
 
ILLUSTRATION. D.B. Ap. 16 ,84 
"... An Englishman by the name of Augustine Birrell tells of traveling through what was then the "the wild 
remote parts of Lancashire."  He says that the people had a reputation for being belligerent, heavy drinkers.  
But when Birrell visited them he found them to be temperate, kind and hospitable.  So he asked a local miner 
"How did this great change happen?"  Tipping his cap solemnly as a token of respect, the worker replied " 
There came amongst us once a man and his name was JOHN WESLEY." The testimony of one man 
changed an entire community. 
 
John the Baptist bore testimony to the Light 
John WESLEY bore testimony to that Light 
 
Christian friend are YOU witnessing for JESUS.  Has the LIGHT Shone in YOUR heart and are you sharing 
that light with others? 
 
II Cor. 4:6 READ 
For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to 

give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  
 
2Co 4:7  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be 

of God, and not of us.  
 
 
Do you have the heart and mind of JTB and Paul in II Cor. 4:5  
 
2Co 4:5  For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for 
Jesus' sake. 
 
ARE YOU A MAN SENT FROM GOD ? 
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