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I. THE MANIFESTATION OF GOD’S GLORY IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 
       Exodus 24:9-17 .. And they saw the God of Israel. And there was under His feet as it were a paved 
work of a sapphire stone, and as it were the body of heaven in its clearness.”.... 15.... and Moses went up 
into the mount, and a Cloud covered the mount.  And the GLORY of the Lord abode upon Mt. Sinai, and the 
cloud covered it six days....[ 16] and the sight of the GLORY of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top 
of the mount in the eyes of the Children of Israel.”   
 

    There is a seeming paradox in the Bible with regard to the matter of seeing God. On the one hand, 
there are verses which indicate that it is impossible to see God (Exo_33:20; Joh_1:18; 1Jo_4:12). On 
the other hand, there are passages which speak of men seeing God, such as Gen_32:30; Exo_24:10; 
Exo_33:23. The explanation is that while God in His unveiled glory is a consuming fire which would 
vaporize anyone looking at Him, yet He can reveal Himself in the form of a man, an angel, or a glory 
cloud (Deu_5:24) which a person could see and still live.  BBC   

Deu 5:24  And you said: 'Surely the LORD our God has shown us His glory 
and His greatness, and we have heard His voice from the midst of the 
fire. We have seen this day that God speaks with man; yet he still lives.  

 

 
GOD DWELLING AMONGST MEN.  
 
In the  O. T. God had Tabernacled amongst men in the holy of holies  that was in the tabernacle that He had 
ordered Moses to have built  
 

Exodus 25:21-2. “...And there will I meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the 
mercy seat, from between  the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things 
which I will give thee in commandment unto the children of Israel.”   
 
Lev. 16:2   “... For I will appear in the cloud upon the MERCY SEAT.        
 

This tabernacling is referred to as the “SHEKINAH” [shechinah] which means ` the token of God’s 
presence and glory.’  This word is not found in the Bible but was used by the later Jewish writers TO 
EXPRESS THE VISIBLE DIVINE PRESENCE.   
 
This presence of God was manifested in the “cloud” over the mercy seat of the ark of the covenant 
between the cherubim. This was the case in the tabernacle and at the dedication of  Solomon’s Temple.  
Cf. I Kings 8:10-11 VV. 17 = Mercy Seat as meeting place of man and God.  Cf. NT propitiation.   
 
“ the mercy seat was sprinkled with blood on the day of atonement [Lev.  16:14] representing that the 
righteous sentence of the law had been executed, changing a judgment seat into a MERCY SEAT        
 
II. THE MANIFESTATION OF GOD’S GLORY IN JESUS CHRIST 
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       JOHN 1:14  “ AND THE WORD WAS MADE FLESH AND DWELT (TABERNACLED) AMONG US!!!!  
( AND WE BEHELD HIS GLORY THE GLORY AS OF THE ONLY BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER,) FULL OF 
GRACE AND TRUTH.      
 

DWELT - ske ̄noō    skay-no'-o   From G4636; to tent or encamp, that is, (figuratively) to occupy 
(as a mansion) or (specifically) to reside (as God did in the Tabernacle of old, a symbol of 
protection and communion): - dwell. 

 
THE ONLY BEGOTTEN  INDICATES that as the Son of God He was the sole representative of the Being 
and character of the One who sent Him.  This was not a manufactured Glory but that which was rightfully 
His.   
 
Hebrews 5:5  “ so also Christ glorified not Himself to be made an high priest...;       
 
 It was the Glory that Isaiah Beheld as he looked upon God/Christ in Isaiah 6:1. 
 

Isa 6:1  In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the 
train of His robe filled the temple.  

Isa 6:2  Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he covered his face, with two he 
covered his feet, and with two he flew.  

Isa 6:3  And one cried to another and said: "Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; The whole earth is full 
of His glory!"  

Isa 6:4  And the posts of the door were shaken by the voice of him who cried out, and the house was filled 
with smoke.  

Isa 6:5  So I said: "Woe is me, for I am undone! Because I am a man of unclean lips, And I dwell in the 
midst of a people of unclean lips; For my eyes have seen the King, The LORD of hosts."  

 
 
 

Isaiah, like John of Patmos, becomes "in the Spirit," and sees Adohni (the name of God as the 
supreme Lord of all; and here, as in Rom_9:5,  

 
PAUL - Rom 9:5  of whom are the fathers and from whom, according to the flesh, 

Christ came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen.  
 

"Christ who is over all, God, blessed forever") with every accompaniment of majestic splendor, sitting 
on a Throne, which is itself "high and exalted," for "His Throne ruleth over all;" yet, while sitting on 
this lofty Throne the hem of His raiment fills that glorious temple. BBC 

 
cf. John 12:41. These things said Isaiah, when he saw his glory, and spake of him. 
 
It was the Glory that Peter, James and John had witnessed on the Mt. of Transfiguration  Lk. 9: 28-32 
and 36b.  
 

Luk 9:28  Now it came to pass, about eight days after these sayings, that He took Peter, John, and James 
and went up on the mountain to pray. 

  
Luk 9:29  As He prayed, the appearance of His face was altered, and His robe became white 

and glistening.  
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Luk 9:30  And behold, two men talked with Him, who were Moses and Elijah,  
Luk 9:31  who appeared in glory and spoke of His decease which He was about to 

accomplish at Jerusalem.  
 

Decease - ἔξοδος  exodus  ex'-od-os       From G1537 and G3598; an exit, that is, 
(figuratively) death: - decease, departing. 

 
Luk 9:32  But Peter and those with him were heavy with sleep; and when they were fully awake, they saw 

His glory and the two men who stood with Him.  
 

Luk 9:36 b  When the voice had ceased, Jesus was found alone. But they kept quiet, and told no 
one in those days any of the things they had seen.  

 
 
JESUS says of Himself – in His High priestly prayer  -  
 
That it  was a Glory that has been His since before the foundation of the world. Jn. 17:5  
 
      Joh 17:5  And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with thee 

before the world was.  
       
III. THE MANIFESTATION OF GOD’S GLORY IN HIS CHILDREN  cf.   
 
Jn. 1:12        
 
I Cor. 11:7 “ For a man indeed ought not to cover his head, forasmuch as he is the image and GLORY of 
God.”       
 
You may remember, in  Ex. 40: 34-5 “ then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the 
GLORY of the Lord filled the tabernacle.”   
 
 Eph. 2:19-22  What the Shekinah glory was to the tabernacle, the Holy Spirit is to the “holy temple” 
which is the church and the temple which is our (believers) body.  “ in whom ye also are built together 
for an habitation of God through the Spirit.”  
 

Eph 2:19  Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and 
of the household of God;  

Eph 2:20  And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the 
chief corner stone;  

Eph 2:21  In whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord:  
Eph 2:22  In whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the 

Spirit.  
 
1 Cor. 3:16; “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the  Spirit of God dwelleth in you?”  
{CORPORATE BODY OF CHRIST}  
 
I Cor. 6:19 “What? Know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, Whom 
ye have of God, and ye are not your own.?  {INDIVIDUAL BELIEVER} For ye are bought with a price; 
Therefore GLORIFY God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.” 
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 II Pet. 1:13 “ yea, I think it fitting as long as I am in this  TABERNACLE, to stir you up by putting you in 
remembrance, knowing that shortly I must put off this my TABERNACLE, even as our Lord Jesus Christ has 
shown me.”        
 
God was with His people even through their 38 years of wandering and His people knew and 
appreciated the presence of God.  But Ironically, when God came to dwell amongst men, His 
people whom He had previously dwelt with, rejected him! 
 
When it came right down to it, the Jewish nation as a whole was content to wallow in past partial 
glory rather than to bask in the Glory of Immanuel “GOD WITH THEM”   
 
It is Ironic that today we have so many people who like to be around God’s people, who like to take part in 
the religious aspects of church life, who talk of God and his goodness,  BUT YET WILL NOT THEMSELVES 
PARTAKE OF HIM AND TASTE AND SEE THAT HE IS GOOD.   
 
Ps. 34:8 “ Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good: Blessed is the man  who trusteth in Him.”  Have YOU put 
YOUR trust in Him?  
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