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NOTE> On 1/31/2016 – took a week to look at 1 Cor. 2:6-3:3 -  dealing with the outworking of the Holy 
Spirit in the world and in us.  
 
WHY THE BELIEVER SHOULD BE CONFIDENT AND JOYFUL IN TIMES OF TROUBLE. 
 
THERE ARE TWICE AS MANY OCCURRENCES OF "JOY" IN THE NEW TESTAMENT AS 
THERE ARE OF "SORROW." (just the word "joy", 64 occurrences, "sorrow" 16 occurrences, it 
is actually 4 to 1 in favor of joy.) 
 
 
I.  THE SPECIFIC CONTEXTUAL APPLICATION TO THE DISCIPLES. 
 

CF. 16 - ". . . A LITTLE WHILE AND YE SHALL SEE ME." 
 
II. THE SPECIAL CONTEXTUAL APPLICATION TO ALL BELIEVERS.  
 

CF. V. 13 - "HE WILL SHOW YOU THINGS TO COME." 
 
 
A.  BECAUSE TROUBLE (the departure of Jesus) IS FOR OUR OWN GOOD 
 
“TROUBLE” IS WITHIN GOD'S PLAN: 
 

All that befalls us comes in accordance with God's foreknowledge and His will.  Even 
the events that were about to unfold, - FOR JESUS HAD SAID  "FOR THIS CAUSE 
CAME I INTO THIS WORLD." 

   
  JESUS KNEW of the disciples impending sorrow and subsequent joy.    
 

John_16:19b - 20  Do ye enquire among yourselves of that I said, A little while, and 
ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see me?  

Verily, verily, I say unto you, That ye shall weep and lament, but the world shall 
rejoice: and ye shall be sorrowful, but your sorrow shall be turned into joy.  

 
 
“TROUBLE” IS WITHIN GOD'S PURPOSE:  "YOUR SORROW SHALL BE TURNED INTO 
JOY." V. 20. 
   
  EXAMPLE;  V. 21.  WOMAN IN TRAVAIL. 
 
A woman when she is in travail hath sorrow, because her hour is come: but as soon as she is 
delivered of the child, she remembereth no more the anguish, for joy that a man is born into 
the world.” 
 
 
B.  BECAUSE TROUBLE PASSES AWAY SO SPEEDILY 
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THE CERTAINTY OF THE CONSOLATION: 
 
  7 TIMES IN John 16 we see the term  - "A little while."   vv. 16, 17, 18, 19 
 
Guard yourselves against murmuring and misconceptions and despondency.   

Joy comes in a "little while" "SPEEDILY." 

  PSALM 30:5 ". . . WEEPING MAY ENDURE FOR A NIGHT, BUT JOY 
COMETH IN THE MORNING."  

    
"joy in a little while"  The atonement on the cross occurred between the 6th and the 
9th hours. 
 
True uncertainty in life comes from forgetting God 
 
  When ILLNESS, DEATH, SUFFERING darken our days,often there are those, like  

Job’s wife ,  who tempt us to "CURSE GOD AND DIE" 
 

Job’s  reply  " But he said to her, "You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. 
Shall we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept adversity?" In all this 
Job did not sin with his lips. "   Job 2:10  NKJV 

   
 
WEEPING MAY ENDURE FOR A NIGHT  - YET - "JOY COMETH IN THE MORNING." 
 
The time of sorrow is the time of night.  Darkness, fear, uncertainty.  But how quickly the 
minutes slip by in the night, our perception of time is distorted.  Moments seem like hours, and 
sometimes, hours slip away like moments!  (fire alarms - 4 minutes after a fire breaks out - 
there is no escape.  How swiftly 4 minutes passes in the night.) 
 
C. BECAUSE TROUBLE  RESULTS IN JOY! 
 
V. 22 - And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your heart shall 

rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you.  
 
 ASSURED JOY  "I WILL SEE YOU AGAIN" 

 BLESSED REJOICING  "YOUR HEART SHALL REJOICE." 

 ETERNAL JOY  "YOUR JOY SHALL NO MAN TAKE FROM YOU" 

 
I Peter 4:12   

Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though 
some strange thing happened unto you: BUT REJOICE, INASMUCH AS YE ARE 
PARTAKERS OF CHRIST'S SUFFERINGS; THAT, WHEN HIS GLORY SHALL BE 
REVEALED, YE MAY BE GLAD ALSO WITH EXCEEDING JOY.  

 
 
I.  THE SPECIFIC CONTEXTUAL APPLICATION TO THE DISCIPLES. CF. 16 - ". . . A 
LITTLE WHILE AND YE SHALL SEE ME." 
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II. THE SPECIAL  CONTEXTUAL APPLICATION TO ALL BELIEVERS.  
CF. V. 13 - "He THE HOLY SPIRIT  WILL SHOW YOU THINGS TO COME." 
 
Many believers have long ago stopped looking for "SIGNS" we are now listening for 
SOUNDS." 
 

I THES. 4:16  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and WITH THE TRUMP OF GOD:  and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first:  

  
ALL THE SIGNS ARE POSTED!  THE METRONOME OF GOD BEATS STEADILY.  
SOON THE TRUMP SHALL SOUND! 
 

ARE THE PRESSURES OF LIFE CLOSING IN ON YOU? 
 
HOLD ON!  JESUS SAID,  "A LITTLE WHILE AND YE SHALL SEE ME." 
 
  John 16:16  A little while, and ye shall not see me: and again, a little while, and ye shall see 
me, BECAUSE I GO TO THE FATHER.  
   
  "BECAUSE I GO TO THE FATHER" seems to indicate that Jesus is referring not so much to 
the post resurrection appearances as to the second coming which would in fact be after He 
had gone to the Father.  mn 
 
AND BECAUSE JESUS GOES TO THE FATHER - HE HAS LEFT SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS 
FOR HIS DISCIPLES OF ALL AGES - 
 
John 14:1  LET NOT YOUR HEART BE TROUBLED:  ye believe in God, believe also in me. 
IN MY FATHER'S HOUSE ARE MANY MANSIONS:  if it were not so, I would have told you.  I 
GO TO PREPARE A PLACE FOR YOU. AND IF I GO AND PREPARE A PLACE FOR YOU, I 
WILL COME AGAIN, AND RECEIVE YOU UNTO MYSELF; THAT WHERE I AM, THERE YE 
MAY BE ALSO. And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.  
 
THE DEPARTURE AND ABSENCE OF CHRIST WAS TERRIFYING FOR THE DISCIPLES, 
BUT HE ASSURED THEM THAT “THEIR SORROW WOULD BE TURNED TO JOY”! 
 
John 16:20-22 
 

Most assuredly, I say to you that you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; and 
you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will be turned into joy.  

21  A woman, when she is in labor, has sorrow because her hour has come; but as soon 
as she has given birth to the child, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy 
that a human being has been born into the world.  

22  Therefore you now have sorrow; but I will see you again and your heart will rejoice, 
and your joy no one will take from you. 

 
Luke 24:35-37 (Emmaus Disciple's report to the 11) 
 

 
Luk 24:36  Now as they said these things, Jesus Himself stood in the midst of them, and 
said to them, "Peace to you." 
37  But they were terrified and affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit. AND 
HE SAID UNTO THEM, WHY ARE YE TROUBLED? AND WHY DO THOUGHTS 
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ARISE IN YOUR HEARTS?  Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself:  handle 
me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones,as ye see me have. And when he had 
thus spoken, he shewed them his hands and his feet.  

 
RESULTS? 
 

Luke 24:41  And WHILE THEY YET BELIEVED NOT FOR JOY, and wondered, he said 
unto them, Have ye here any meat? 
 

SORROW TURNED TO JOY! 
 
THERE IS GREAT CAUSE FOR JOY IN THE CHURCH TODAY BECAUSE -  
 

"Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more 
dominion over him. For in that he died, he died unto sin once:  but in that he liveth, he 
liveth unto God.:  ROMANS  6:9-10  

 
AND WE ARE ALIVE IN HIM!  
 

Heb 7:22  By so much was Jesus made a surety of a better testament.  
 23  And they truly were many priests, because they were not suffered to continue by 

reason of death:  
 24  But this man, because he continueth ever, hath an unchangeable priesthood.  
 25  Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God 

by him, seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for them.  
 

We live in perilous times.  The moral decay within the church itself is endemic.   
Divorce, violence  etc. 

 
YET A LITTLE WHILE- 
 
"Our attention is often directed to the two shortest verses in the Bible –  
John 11:35 JESUS WEPT  and  I Thes. 5:16 "REJOICE EVERMORE   
 -  noting that "Jesus Wept" is the shorter of the two.  But in the Greek, we find that this short 
verse actually has three words whereas the verse from I THES. 5:16, " has only 2 words. 
 
However, one surely can see the connection between the two verses.  The Christian’s JOY 
flows from their Savior's sympathy and grace. JESUS WEPT - WE REJOICE FOREVER 
MORE!"  Tan #2826. 
 
I THES.  5:16  Rejoice evermore.  (we are commanded) 
 
 
DO YOU HAVE JOY THIS MORNING? 
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Illustrations from 1 Cor 2:14 message 
 
Have you ever wondered why the weather forecasters always say that it will be “partly cloudy” 
rather than it will be “Partly sunny?” tomorrow.  Why isn't it that way? 
A friend at work told me about an incident on TV many years ago.  I believe it was (maybe the 
other man who did Atlanta weather for about 40 years) who was on the Guy Sharp air and as 
he finished, one of the “anchor persons” asked him why he didn’t report the weather as 
“partly sunny instead of partly cloudy.” 
He spoke very condescendingly as he explained that the sun shines all the time.  It is just 
as bright on a cloudy day as it is on a sunny day.  But, clouds, which do move about quite a bit, 
can sometimes obscure the sun for a time.  It may be “partly cloudy” or “overcast” but the sun 
still shines on the other side of the clouds. 
We forget that sometimes when difficult times cloud our vision of God.  We think he has 
changed His mind about us, or that He has gone away - but that just ain’t so.  He’s still 
there just as sovereign as He has always been. 
The Holy Spirit is the Comforter to all who believe – He reveals to us the Immutable God 
through His Son Jesus Christ. 
Forty years ago, they took the 773,746 words of the KJV bible and put them all on a  piece of 
microfilm one inch square.  You can easily hold it in your fingers, carry it in your wallet, or mail 
it to someone who has never had the Word Of God before!  The OT and NT are there, but they 
are too small to be seen by the naked eye, it requires a microscope. 
Similarly, looking up into the heavens we see tiny little specs of light.  Actually, many of those 
tiny specs are millions of times larger than our entire planet.  And, beyond the capability of the 
naked eye to see - telescopes reveal that there are millions upon untold millions of other stars, 
Numberless galaxies filled with uncountable quantities of stars. 
You can look up at night - but without help - you cannot see beyond the superficial spectacle the 
mortal eye can see. 
So too it is with our forays into the limitless depths of God’s Word.  If we venture forth unaided, we will 
never see beyond the printed word. 

1 Cor. 2:11-14 says: But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God, for they are foolishness to him; neither can he know them, because they 
are spiritually discerned.” 

There will always be aspects of the Word of GOD that are not within our grasp.  There are deep truths that 
we will ponder for a lifetime - and perhaps - some things we may wonder about for eternity. 
Some good advice from an old preacher. 
“Put your nose in the book and keep your eyes on Jesus.”  
 
Even the apostle Peter found in Paul’s writings  “some things hard to be understood.”   

II Peter 3:16  TURN HERE, 

2Pe 3:14  Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be 
found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.  

15  And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation; even as our beloved brother 
Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him hath written unto you;  

16  As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are 
some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and 
unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own 
destruction 
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